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Spring is in full bloom at LSMNJ,  a
season symbolic of renewal and
growth, I want to take a moment to
reflect on the progress we’ve made
and the exciting path ahead.

The first quarter has been marked
by incredible dedication across our
teams, and our hard work continues
to drive meaningful results. From
launching key initiatives to
improving operational efficiency,
we’ve laid a strong foundation for
the year. Spring reminds us that
growth is not only possible but
expected—and I’m confident that
together, we’ll continue to thrive.

In this edition, you’ll find updates on
our latest projects, upcoming
events, and spotlight stories that
celebrate the talent and innovation
across our organization. I
encourage you to take a moment to
read through and see just how much
we’ve accomplished—and what’s
next.

Thank you for your continued
interest in LSMNJ. We will keep the
momentum going!
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Crane’s Mill residents enjoyed a wine
tasting on March 19  led by expert

sommelier, Ilana Kresch.
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On June 9th, we will gather in
Plainfield to celebrate the blessing
and ribbon-cutting ceremony for
the highly anticipated opening of

Lutheran Senior LIFE Union,
dedicated to serving senior

residents throughout Union County.
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Congrats and Thank You!
We extend our heartfelt thanks to Rev.
Bradford W. Hildebrant for his dedicated

leadership and service and we congratulate
Raf Haciski as he steps into his new role as
Board Chair. We look forward to continued

growth and collaboration under his guidance.

Journey Hospice is proud to announce they
are now a Level 4 Partner with We Honor
Veterans, a National Hospice and Palliative

Care Organization. “Journey Hospice is
committed and focused on training our staff
in military cultural competency, allowing us
to recognize veterans’ unique needs at end
of life. By knowing the needs of the Veteran,

we are able to provide specialized care-
including honor ceremonies, pinning

ceremonies, Vet to Vet cafes and trauma-
informed support for service-related issues.”

said Denise Raymond, Administrator of
Journey Hospice South.

Journey Hospice Reaches Level 4
Veteran-Centric Hospice Care 

Rev. Bradford Hildebrandt served on the
board from 1/2018 through 3/2025. He
has been Chair since 2019. Brad resigned
from the board to spend more time with his
family, to enjoy his retirement and to
continue his work as the Executive Pastor
at Faith Lutheran Church in Naples, Florida.

Rafael Haciski has been a board member since
2019 and served on the foundation board as
well. He has served on the Quality Assurance,
Compliance & Ethics Committee, and the
Executive Committee prior to being appointed
as Chair in March. Rafael "Raf" is a recovering
attorney and Vice President at Johnson Kendall
Johnson.
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The LIFE Team joined NJ PACE
Association providers in the inaugural

networking event on 
May 1, 2025.

Celebrating our STARS...
Each Friday LSMNJ announces a STAR employee to

recognize the achievements of our colleagues throughout
LSMNJ so that we can cheer each other on!

Congrats to our STARS to date:
Vince Daily from Journey Hospice
Robin Schloesser from Housing

Kaitlyn Cestaro from Journey Hospice
Health Center Team from Crane’s Mill

Rosemarie Jankewicz from Journey Hospice
Beth Gebhart from CAO

Azucena Dominguez from Housing
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Marie Bevil from Journey Hospice
Gladys Mendoza from LIFE
CJ Williams from Crane’s Mill

Thanks to the generous support of 9 church and/or church groups  
LSMNJ distributed 182 Easter dinner food bags to residents in
Peapack, Luther Haven, Birchwood, Project Home, South Plainfield
Pennsauken Camden and Mirota.  Additionally, donations of gift
cards and cash gifts were donated to futher support our residents.  
Heartfelt thanks to St. Michael’s in Cherry Hill, Village Lutheran
Ladies Guild in Lanoka Harbor, Holy Trinity in Hasbrouck
Heights, Prince of Peace in Princeton Junction, Gethsemane
Women’s Group in Hackettstown, Spruce Run in Glen
Gardener, Christ Lutheran in Woodcliff Lake and Holy
Communion in Berlin, who make this tradition possible each year. 

On April 22nd, Journey Hospice
North brought a touch of
springtime magic to the

residents of Crane’s Mill with a
festive Easter celebration. The
highlight of the event was a

surprise visit from none other
than the Easter Bunny, who

strolled through the halls
delivering smiles, warm

greetings, and small treats to
residents and staff alike.


